LIGHTHOUSE HOST 

FAMILY PROFILE QUESTIONNAIRE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Potential Host family,

Although some of these questions are directed to families who plan to adopt children, this information is also needed to complete a family profile to be sent to Russia. This is now a requirement from Russia for families who wish to host a child. Your assistance in completing this information is greatly appreciated.  We understand that some parts of this form seem intrusive but would appreciate your patience and honesty in providing the needed information.  If you have any questions about how to complete this form please feel free to call us. Please complete this form ONLINE with your answers either in BOLD LETTERS or in a ‘color’, and send it to us at: info@lhproject.com.
Once you have completed the application, you will have access to our online photo listing.

Sincerely,

The Russian Orphan Lighthouse Project Team

FAMILY NAME: ________________________________________

NAME OF 1ST ADULT_______________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH_____________________

WHERE BORN:___________________________

OCCUPATION:____________________________EDUCATION:__________________

NAME OF 2ND ADULT_______________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:____________________________

WHERE BORN:___________________________

OCCUPATION:_____________________________EDUCATION:_________________

Please confirm US citizenship of both parents _______yes  _______no 
(NOTE: US citizenship of both parents is required for our program)

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  ________________________________________________

2ND TELEPHONE NUMBER: _____________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________

OTHER HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS: Please list all children and any other adults living in your home. Please note that anyone over 18 years of age will need a Records Clearance. Please use the following information and attach a separate sheet of paper if there are more people living in your home.

Name: ___________________________________________ Sex   M  F    Age__________________

Relationship to applicant: ___________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Sex   M  F    Age__________________

Relationship to applicant: ____________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Sex   M  F    Age__________________

Relationship to applicant: ____________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Sex   M  F    Age__________________

Relationship to applicant: ____________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Sex   M  F    Age__________________

Relationship to applicant: ____________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Sex   M  F    Age__________________

Relationship to applicant: ____________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________

REQUIRED PERSONAL REFERENCES (non-family related): 


Please list at least three persons we can call for references concerning your personal character and ability to parent an adopted child from Russia: 

1.
Name________________________________________ 
      
Home Phone__________________________________ 
      
Work Phone___________________________________ 
      
Cell Phone____________________________________ 

Street address__________________________________ 

City, state, zip__________________________________

Email address__________________________________ 

Personal webpage_______________________________

Relationship___________________________________ 

2.
Name________________________________________ 
      
Home Phone__________________________________ 
      
Work Phone___________________________________ 
      
Cell Phone____________________________________ 

Street address__________________________________ 

City, state, zip__________________________________

Email address__________________________________ 

Personal webpage_______________________________ 

Relationship___________________________________ 


3.
Name________________________________________ 
      
Home Phone__________________________________ 
      
Work Phone___________________________________ 
      
Cell Phone____________________________________ 

Street address__________________________________ 

City, state, zip__________________________________

Email address__________________________________ 

Personal webpage_______________________________ 

Relationship___________________________________ 


Do you give your permission for the trip coordinator to contact these people by telephone, postal mail, or e-mail?  

Y or N
HOME AND COMMUNITY:                                                                                                       Do you rent or own your home?  _____________________________________________             HOUSE:  Please describe your house.  Please give approximate square footage of your house.  List each room in your house; approximate size of bedroom, who sleeps in each bedroom, and where the child/children you will be hosting will sleep. What hazards might you have to warn a child about and how would you ensure that the environment is safe for them?

YARD: Please describe your yard and swing sets or other recreational materials you have in your yard. Are there any hazards in your yard that a child would have to be warned of or supervised around? Do you have a pool, trampoline, climbing structure, pond, garden, outbuildings, or other inviting features in your yard?   Please give the size of your lot.

NEIGHBORHOOD:  Please describe your neighborhood, nearby neighbors, children in the neighborhood, and your relationship with neighbors.

RELIGION:

In what religion were you raised?

What is your religious preference now?

What church activities do you participate in now?

Are the people in your church supporting your plan to host or adopt a child?

LIFESTYLE:  

This information may be shared with the child you will be hosting.  Please describe a typical day in your home.  

What recreation activities do you enjoy as a family?  Indoors?  Outdoors?

What, if any, special activities do you plan when your Russian child is visiting? 

There will be many planned activities and performances during the time the children are visiting. Will you be able to make arrangements to attend all of these activities?  Y or N

Do you have any pets?  Y or N 

Please describe your pets. Do you think there might be any problems with your child and your pets, and how do you plan to handle them?

Do you eat meals together as a family?  (Please circle Y for yes and N for no)  Y or N

Do you allow snacks for the children between meals? Y or N

Would you have difficulty preparing a special diet for a guest? Y or N

Please think about and briefly describe your expectations for the child you are hosting/adopting. Is there any special information you would like to share with the child you are hosting before he/she arrives? Will there be any special activities, like a family wedding, that you will be attending during the visit? This information may be shared with the child through the translator.  

Listed below are some things to think about…no answers necessary 

 Morning routine…these children are accustomed to an institutional routine that is fairly rigid. They have learned to do certain things at certain times and they can be uncomfortable with decisions if given choices. If the people in your family fend for themselves at breakfast time you may want to ask one of your children to help the visitor with decisions about cereal or breakfast foods. They will not be accustomed to dry cereals but may not want cooked cereals either because that was their only option in the orphanage. Fruit may be their choice in the morning, along with a tall glass of milk. Eggs are served in nearly every society and they are a recognizable food so they are also a good option.  Does your family dress before the meal or do they eat first, then dress? This seems like a simple thing but your guest will not know what to do. By the time they are ready to leave they will be bouncing around doing everything just as naturally as the other children in the family. Then they will have to make the adjustment back to life in the orphanage. But that is what a vacation is all about, experiencing a different lifestyle and routine, and having memories of a grand adventure. 

Hygiene…the children are clean and they are accustomed to a hygiene routine in the orphanage. They do not shower or bathe as often as we do. You may have to show them how to use the soap, washcloth, towel, shampoo, and toothpaste. You will have to direct them in the use of toilet paper. Some tend to use way too much toilet paper and they may put the toilet paper in the wastebasket as they are accustomed in Russia.  They will need direction using the faucets and knobs in the shower and in the bathtub. 

Clothing to wear…These children usually wear  the same clothes several days. They are accustomed to folding them neatly at night and putting the same clothes on the next day. You will need to offer gentle direction about changing clothes and they may resist, wanting to wear their favorite clothes every day. Try to compromise maybe by letting them wear the comfort clothes at home and clothes of your choice when they go away.  They may also be accustomed to hand-washing their underwear in the sink.  Shoes are taken off at the door and they wear socks or slippers indoors. In the wintertime they dress very warmly outdoors as it is icy cold in Russia.  

Food and Eating Concerns…The children really like fresh fruit, vegetables (tomatoes and cucumbers) and milk. Hot dogs are also a real favorite for most. Soup, chicken noodle or chicken rice, potatoes, Dill pickles, sour cream on potatoes and in soup, fried or boiled eggs, ice cream, cakes, chicken, pork chops, fish, cheese, tea, juice, pizza, McDonald’s, and salads.  Snipped, fresh dill is often used on dishes for a garnish and seasoning. You can buy this type of dill at major grocery stores. 

They will watch others in the family to see how they should behave at the table. Drinking water in Russia must be boiled before it is used. The children are not accustomed to filling a glass at the tap and drinking it directly. They will have to be reassured that the water from the sink is safe to drink. Young children are accustomed to being served prepared dishes at the table. If the children want to help you please let them help as it will make them happy. 

Entertainment…ride bikes, watch television, eat, look at books, going to Chuckie Cheese, play outdoors in the snow, swimming, shopping, eating pizza, opening gifts, play computer games, playing with Barbie dolls, drawing or painting pictures, talking to friends on the telephone, playing ball and soccer, visiting amusement parks and shopping malls, 

Sleeping arrangements…some children enjoy privacy and others are uncomfortable being alone in a room since they are accustomed to having others around them when sleeping.  Think about ways you can be flexible maybe having a separate sleeping space or room for the child with the option of a pajama party atmosphere for the first few nights where all or part of the family sleep together in a family room. Also give thought to your bedtime routine and how you can include the child in the family routine.

Shopping…is a lot of fun with these children in tow.  The children we hosted were flabbergasted with large supermarkets. They really enjoyed selecting fruit to take home to eat. In fact, they were happier with the fruit than most children would be with candy. They will be overwhelmed with our large department stores and may want you to buy them many things. Now is the time to think about how you will react when you take them into a store. Starting with grocery shopping is good because whatever you buy will at least be eaten and not go to waste. It is best to have a variety of clothing ready for the child to select from when they arrive but it is difficult to judge sizes and preferences in clothing. You may want to gather clothing from friends and relatives or rummage sales or resale shops in advance as buying a complete new wardrobe could be very expensive and may give the child a false sense about the American lifestyle. But you will likely still have to shop for a few necessary items to fit after the child arrives. You may want to specify what you will be shopping for before you enter the store to limit your purchases. 

 Meeting relatives and friends…the children will be introduced to so many new people. They are generally polite and try to make a good impression. They may show affection with hugs and kisses that might seem inappropriate in our society but they are just trying to show their friendliness. You may have to develop some way to help them identify relatives and acquaintances so they know that they need to treat people differently…hugs and kisses for Grandma but a handshake or hug for a neighbor. They will observe your actions and learn how they should respond when introduced. You will be watched closely by this child who is really wanting to learn how to react in our society.

 Talking to friends on the telephone…they may want to talk to some of the other children who are sharing this adventure with them, someone they can converse with in Russian. You will want to decide whether this is acceptable with you and whether you will allow only local calls or long distance calls. This whole trip is a real adventure for the children. It is exciting to them probably until the time they are alone in the home of their host family, strangers, with no comfortable way to communicate with them. The joint activities of the group help reassure them that they still have a connection with their friends. Telephone conversations may also ease their feelings of loneliness.  And it is fun to watch their animated conversation with friends and try to imagine how they are describing you and your lifestyle.  

What are arrangements for baby-sitters for the children when you cannot take them with you or if you are working?   Do you have relatives or friends who will help with your guest or child when you need some free time? Yes, you must answer this one  

What are the responsibilities of each individual in the family? Will the visiting child have responsibilities other than caring for his/her own possessions? They would like to help you with simple chores or cooking so be sure to encourage their involvement by showing them what they can do. They may not know how to ask but they will come near you and watch what you are doing. If you give them a task they will be so happy to help and learn.

MARITAL STATUS AND FUNCTIONING:

Date of Marriage: ____________________________________________

Place of Marriage: ___________________________________________(city, state)

FINANCIAL STATUS:

What is your primary source of income?

Do you have a secondary source of income?  Y or N  Please describe if yes.

Approximate combined Annual Income is $_____________________________________

Do you have emergency financial resources?  Y or N  Please describe.

RECORD CLEARANCES 

Do we have your permission to request Record Clearances from your state of residence?  Y or N

(You will be requested to fill out and sign standard forms for the Record Clearance)

Have you or any member of your family ever been involved in physical or 

sexual abuse of a minor?  Y or N 

Please describe if Yes.

 Have you or any member of your family living in your home ever been convicted of a crime or misdemeanor?   Y or N

Please describe what, when, where, and results. This does not mean you will not be able to host or adopt a child. But the situation must be addressed and described for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service in the home study. If you have ever been fingerprinted, it will be on record and must be explained.

HEALTH:

Does anyone in the family have any health condition that might affect the ability to host a child in your home?  Y or N

If yes, please describe.

If illness should occur during the visit who will care for the guest child?

Has anyone in your family experienced any of the following?  Please circle Y for yes and N for no. If yes is circled, please write name of person and current condition.

Heart Disease  Y or N

High Blood Pressure   Y or N

Diabetes   Y or N

Smoking   Y or N

Alcoholism   Y or N

Drug use   Y or N

  (other than prescription drugs)

Psychiatric Hospitalizations   Y or N

Tuberculosis (TB)     Y or N

Hepatitis, A, B, C    Y or N

Mental Disorder   Y or N

Epilepsy and/or Convulsions   Y or N

Paralysis   Y or N

Cancer   Y or N

Current Pregnancy   Y or N

Severe Headaches   Y or N

Severe Asthma or Allergies   Y or N 

Any other condition that would might possibly interfere with caring for a child? 

Has anyone in your home been advised to modify or restrict eating, drinking of living habits because of health conditions? Y or N

If so, please describe who, why, when.

Please list names of all people in the home, date (month and year) of last doctor visit, name, address (city), and telephone number of doctor. 

Name

Date of last doctor visit
Doctor’s Name & Address

Dr. Telephone #

The children who visit are generally healthy but they may need dental or vision treatment. Some children may also have medical conditions that would require special handling or treatment, such as Hepatitis B. Health information about each child is available and would be shared with you. (Please circle Y for yes or N for no)

 Would you consider a child who has a medical need?  Y or N  

Or one who may need a special diet due to allergies?   Y or N

A child who would need dental treatment during the visit?   Y or N

 Would you be willing to find a dentist or eye doctor who would donate treatment for a child? This would be a minor condition that could be corrected during the time of the visit.   Y or N

PARENTING:

Do you have children? Y or N 

Please describe each child; physical appearance, personality, interests, attitude toward hosting.

Do you have any children living independently?  Y or N

Please give their names, where living, marital status, children, feelings about your hosting a child from Russia.

What do you like about being parents? 

What do you feel are the negative aspects of parenting?

What methods of discipline do you use in parenting or what methods do you think you would use if you had children?

What do you feel is the purpose of discipline?

How do you plan to discipline the child you are hosting/adopting?

How did you learn to parent?

Would you rear your children using the same methods that your parents practiced?  

Y or N

What did they do that you agree with, and what would you change?

Please describe your ideal child. What character and personality traits would you most like to have in a child?  

What character or personality traits could you not accept in a child?

What age or stage of development do you enjoy the most? Do you relate best with infants, toddlers, pre-schoolers, young children, pre-teens, teenagers, or young adults?

If you plan to host a particular child, please write that child’s name and age below.

MOTIVATION:

Please describe your reasons for wanting to host a child from Russia.

What do you hope to benefit from hosting a Russian orphan? 

Have either of you read any books or watched any videos or television programs about adoption or Russian history and culture? Please list those that impressed you the most. 

 Have you learned any amount of Russian language, alphabet, or words?  Y or N

What interests you the most about Russia? 

Would you like to learn more about Russia, about the Russian language, or about adoption?  Y or N

Have you hosted a child from Russia before? Y or N

Have you hosted an exchange student from another country?  Y or N

When and what age? 

How do you feel about that experience?

Had you thought about adoption or planned to adopt a child from Russia before being offered the opportunity to host a child? Y or N

Are any of your children adopted? Y or N

Do you have close relatives or friends who have adopted children?  Y or N

Please describe if answer to either question is yes.

Have you considered the difficulty with communication with a child whose primary language is not English?  Y or N 

How do you plan to communicate with the child you are hosting/adopting?

You may well develop affection for the child you are hosting. You may even grow to love that child very deeply. Do you understand that you must allow this child to return to Russia?  Y or N

Do you feel you will be able to cope with the loss and separation when your child returns to his/her homeland?  Y or N

Do you think you would pursue adoption if that were possible? Y or N

CHILD HOSTING PREFERENCES

Would you prefer to host a single child or a sibling group?____________________

IF a sibling group, a twosome, threesome or foursome?_______________________

What is the oldest age child you wish to host?___________

What is the youngest age child you wish to host?____________

In your “ideal” order of preference, please list the first names (if available),  age(s) and sex of child(ren) you would most prefer to host and/or adopt:

1._________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________________

PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT

How did you hear about our program (website or ad)?________________ 

AFTERMATH:

Do you understand the grief process?  You, your spouse and children, extended family members and friends, will miss the child and grieve over his/her leaving. Feelings of disbelief, shock, sadness, anger, what ifs (bargaining), guilt are all very common when a child leaves. You may also have a feeling of relief, an eagerness to get back to your regular schedule. You many want to try to forget and/or you may want to do everything you can to bring this child back or to help the children still living in the orphanage.

 Everything about your life will seem brighter, keener, a simple song may make you cry or something that reminds you of this child or all of the children may bring tears to your eyes along with joy to your heart. The first few weeks after the children leave your emotions may be in a real turmoil as you try to decide how to go on with your life. Just go along as usual and the answers will come to you. Try to get back into your daily routine. Plan some fun activities for your family. Get your pictures developed and share the happy times while putting them into an album. 

You may also want to make plans to send some pictures, a letter, and a small gift to your child with another family who may be traveling. Adoption may not be an option for your family but you can still help the children with emotional support and prayers. And you may be able to raise a small amount of money for donation to their orphanage. The child you host will never forget you or the adventure of traveling to America, staying with your family, and learning about Jesus’ love for them. 

Thank you for your help in completing this form. It has been designed as a tool for you to consider the possibilities you may encounter when hosting, to provide information for a family profile to be presented to the Russian government, and as a resource of information to be used for an adoption home study as needed.  Your cooperation is very much appreciated.  When you complete this questionnaire please send it to us at:

info@lhproject.com.

